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Youth Fit for the Oscars!
Inner-City and Suburban Youth Come Together for Excellence
(CENTRAL VIRGINIA – March, 2009)   With The Oscars still fresh in our minds, we have youth who truly understand the passion and determination needed to make their mark in this world.  The 14th Annual Countywide Youth Music and Arts Workshop will take place on Sunday, May 3, 2009 at 5pm at St. Paul’s Baptist Church, 4247 Creighton Road. Admission is FREE to the public.  This year’s theme: My Life, My Purpose, My Community.  The annual workshop presents inner-city and suburban youth who are dominating the art of dance, drama, and music instruction in preparation for another phenomenal concert to showcase their irrefutable talent. Due to the success and overwhelming response over the past 13 years, summer programs are now being offered for youth and adults of all ages.  We encourage people to attend the event for a sneak preview of what will be offered in the available courses this year.  You will also have the opportunity to register for courses on-site after the concert.

We are striving to take this workshop and concert to higher heights this year, as we extend the invitation to more organizations and individuals who have a passion for fine arts.   “Our goal is to afford each child the opportunity to be creatively free with their talents, while enhancing their skills culturally, and building their self-worth in a positive environment,” says Founder Jake Holmes.  We are offering more opportunities for the youth to get out into the community and bond with their fellow workshop participants and hopefully new found friends, through additional activities, such as Universal Soul Circus, American Family Shut-in, Worship Service/Bible Study, Annual Scholarship Pageant, and the 2009 debut of GOT TALENT; an individual talent showcase that is open to the public.  (See schedule of activities)  This is also an opportunity for families to come together and have fun.
Countywide continues to empower hundreds of youth and has received Proclamations from the Governor.  Donations are also needed to help cover costs that will allow the organization to more effectively train and jump start youth programs that will build character, restore self-esteem, and develop strong leaders.                                                                    Visit www.CountywideProductions.com for registration information or call:                                             Jake Holmes: 651-6846 or Nikitta Barrett: 804-837-3655.
Countywide Youth Music and Arts Workshop is the largest, non-denominational,  music and arts organization in the Richmond area. Our mission is to dispute the myth that our young people are only involved in crime, drug use and/or have little or no self-esteem.  We provide a cultural training program to those youth in our community that are interested in a path of academic excellence and personal achievement. Each year the organization presents scholarship awards to students that have a desire to further their education.
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